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TOP SECRET May 14, 1962 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 


Laos 

' At the off* the -record meeting today on Laos Secretaries 
Rusk and McNamara, Assistant Secretary Harrtman, Mr. McCone, 

Generals Lemnttser and Taylor will be present. 

:/ 

The main purpose of this meeting Is to give you recommenda- 
tions for the Immediate future which have been agreed upon between 
the Departments of State and Defense. 

. State and Defease recommend that orders be given to land 
U.S. forces In Thailand around 10 o'clock tomorrow evening (our 
time). The number and types of these forces la given In the attached 
scheduiei but generally 1800 men plus an Air Force fighter squadron 
and fed Marine air squadron would land tomorrow. Ten to 14 days 
later additional elements of the existing army battle group would 
/ arrive by sea, after which the total American force In Thailand 
[ would be between 5, 000 and 6, 000 men. Xt is recommended that 
the Air Force squadron would go to Udorn, approximately 30 miles 
- south of Vientiane, and Ubon, further to the south, about 50 miles 
from the Lao border opposite Pakse. 

. The State Department Is preparing a joint U.S. /Thai 

communique to be Issued simultaneously In Bangkok and Washington. 
It will refer to the Manila Pact but not the Rusk/Thanat communique, 
because the Manila Pact had Senate approval. It may also Include 
some language taken from the announcement at the time of the 
Lebanese action. 

A circular telegram to Seato capitals is also being prepared 
by State. A SEATO Council discussion Is envisaged later, and the 
Introduction of a SEATO presence Into the operation Is contemplated 
by calling back the Air Cobra Exercise units. 
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Th« State Department will inform NATO of the operation. 

Governor Harrlman is opposed to the reconvening of the 
Geneva Conference at tills time on the grounds that it will (a) freeze 
the Soviet position before we know what it is, and (b) result in a 
lot of adverse propaganda. The possibility, however, is being 
contemplated of asking the Indians, because of their interest in the 
ICC, to discuss the master in Hanoi. 

The State Department is researching the question whether 
the United Nations must be informed, since it appears that there 
may be a requirement for this und^r the Charter and the Manila 

Treaty^ Governor Harrlman Is meeting orfth a representative of 
UThan^ / || j 

* 

Secretary Rusk may see Ambassador Dobrynin tomorrow 
morning simply to inform him of our actions. 




ENCLOSURE 


fit 


(1) Headquarter* for JTF 116: approximately 150 men. 

(2) Expanding the existing Army battle group from its 
present strength of 1000 minus* to its full T/O strength 
of 2000. Includes logistic support, (by sea: 14 days) 

(3) Introduction of an Air Fores' fighter squadron: strength. 

r 

800 men. /' 

(4) Introduction of a Marine air squadron: strength. 300 men. 

(5) Introduction of a Marine Battalion Landing Team (BLT) 
now on (he Valley Forge and accompanying ships: strength, 
approximately 1800 men. 

(6) Logistical support troops for the above, totaling approximately 
500 men. (Included in expanded B. G. ) 

This list would total 5. 000 • 6. 000 men. The deployment would 
be to put the battle group and AF squadron at Udom and the Marine 
BLT and air squadron at Ubon. 



